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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) study the language maintenance of Melayu’ ethnic
group, 2) to study multilingualism in the community, and 3) to study sociological and
anthropological factors contributing language maintenance in the community. There

were 30 participants who live in Lumlong village, Nathawee district, Songkhla province.
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The tool used in the study was language maintenance questionnaire and semi-structured
interview which comprised of sociological and anthropological factors. The results
revealed that Pattani-Malay dialect is a major language and Thai is a minor language for
communicating within the community. Pattani-Malay dialect is used in the family
domain, cousin/neighbor domain, and rite/ religions domain. Thai is only used in the
village’s meeting domain and the government official domain. According to the
sociological and anthropological factors results, Pattani-Malay dialect is tended to
maintain in this community. This research highlights on an importance of the language
maintenance both in ethnolinguistics and sociolinguistics.

Keywords: Language Maintenance, Pattani-Malay Dialect, Ethnolinguistics, Sociolinguistics
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